
Who Were They 
And What Do We Owe them?

THE ANABAPTISTS



January 21, 1525 
THE FIRST BAPTSM



The First Church

1524: The question of baptism raised in the Zürich congregation: the 
expression of faith of an adult, following the example of Jesus.

1525 January 21: In the home of Felix Manz , they took part in profession 
of faith baptism.

With this, an unstoppable movement began to spread in Zürich and 
surrounding towns.





Briefly…



Baltasar Hubmayer

Conrad Grebel

George Blaurock
Felix Manz

Simon Menno

Michael Sattler



Heb 11

33 Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, gained what was promised, shut the mouths of lions, 

34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
gained strength in weakness, became mighty in battle, put 
foreign armies to flight, 35 and women received back their 
dead raised to life. But others were tortured, not accepting 
release, to obtain resurrection to a better life. 36 And others 

experienced mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, sawed apart, murdered 

with the sword; they went about in sheepskins and goatskins; 
they were destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (the world was not 

worthy of them); they wandered in deserts and mountains 
and caves and openings in the earth.





Persecuted
An order is issued against the church leaders in Zürich, and they are 
put in prison.

Conrad Grebel dies in 1526 of the plague, in prison, at the age of 28

Felix Manz is drowned in the Limat river, at the age of 29, in 1527

George Blaurock is burned at the stake in 1529 at the age of 30.

The Anabaptists were persecuted and severely hurt everywhere, so 
many people fled to other countries. 









What do we owe them?



Their heritage

Holding on to the authority of Scripture

Faith-based Church membership and Church discipline

Courage in faith, martyrdom

The Lordship of Christ in daily living

Separation of Church and State



Aksing for Forgiveness 
500 Years Later



Mt 5
&

Col 3

23 So then, if you bring your gift to the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, 24 

leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to your brother and then come and present your 

gift…

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and 

forgiving one another, if someone happens to have a 
complaint against anyone else. Just as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also forgive others. 14 And to all these virtues 

add love, which is the perfect bond.



Aksing for Forgiveness 500 Years Later


