




WHAT KIND OF 
MAN WAS 

NEHEMIAH?



WHAT KIND OF MAN 
DO I WANT TO BE?

Two important traits of a God-fearing man



NEHEMIAH 1

4 When I heard these things I sat down abruptly, crying and mourning for several days. 
I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 

5 Then I said, “Please, O Lord God of heaven, great and awesome God, who keeps his 
loving covenant with those who love him and obey his commandments, 

6 may your ear be attentive and your eyes be open to hear the prayer of your servant 
that I am praying to you today throughout both day and night on behalf of your 
servants the Israelites. I am confessing the sins of the Israelites that we have 
committed against you—both I myself and my family have sinned. 

7 We have behaved corruptly against you, not obeying the commandments, the 
statutes, and the judgments that you commanded your servant Moses.



WHAT MOTIVATED NEHEMIAH?



WHAT MADE NEHEMIAH TO BE SUCH A…

➤ Faithful 
➤ Persevering 
➤ Generous 
➤ Caring 
➤ Brave 
➤ Humble 
➤ Sacrificial 
➤ Prayerful 

➤ Confessional 
➤ Effective leader?



FEAR OF GOD



NEHEMIAH 5 - NEHEMIAH’S MOTIVATION

14 From the day that I was appointed governor in the land of Judah, that is, 
from the twentieth year until the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes—
twelve years in all—neither I nor my relatives ate the food allotted to the 
governor. 

15 But the former governors who preceded me had burdened the people and 
had taken food and wine from them, in addition to forty shekels of silver. 
Their associates were also domineering over the people. But I did not behave 
in this way, due to my fear of God.



NEHEMIAH 5

But I did not behave in this way, due to my fear of God.



NEHEMIAH 5 - NEHEMIAH’S EXPECTATION FROM THE LEADERS

8 I said to them, “To the extent possible we have bought back our fellow Jews 
who had been sold to the Gentiles. But now you yourselves want to sell your 
own countrymen, so that we can then buy them back!” They were utterly 
silent, and could find nothing to say. 

9 Then I said, “The thing that you are doing is wrong! Should you not conduct 
yourselves in the fear of our God in order to avoid the reproach of the Gentiles 
who are our enemies?



NEHEMIAH 5

Should you not conduct yourselves 
in the fear of our God



NEHEMIAH 7- NEHEMIAH’S CONDITION FOR CHOOSING ASSISTANTS

1 When the wall had been rebuilt and I had positioned the doors, and the 
gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites had been appointed, 

2 I then put in charge over Jerusalem my brother Hanani and Hananiah the 
chief of the citadel, for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many 
do.



NEHEMIAH 7

he was a faithful man 
and feared God more than many do.



WHAT KIND OF MAN DO I WANT TO BE
Two traits of a God-fearing man



MISI BÁCSI





PRAYER



THE BOOK BEGINS WITH THIS

➤ Sets the tone for the book 
➤ Characterizes the writer of the book 
➤ Identifies who the real hero of this book is



WHERE DO WE FIND NEHEMIAH PRAYING?

➤ 1.5-11 
➤ 2.4 
➤ 3.36-37 
➤ 4.3 
➤ 5.19 
➤ 6.9, 14 
➤ 13.14, 22, 29, 31



NEHEMIAH 2

4 The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” 
Then I quickly prayed to the God of heaven.



NEHEMIAH 3 (4.4-5)

36 Hear, O our God, for we are despised! Return their 
reproach on their own head! Reduce them to plunder in 

a land of exile! 37 Do not cover their iniquity, and do 
not wipe out their sin from before them. For they have 

bitterly offended the builders!



NEHEMIAH 4 (4.8-9)

2 All of them conspired together to move with armed 
forces against Jerusalem and to create a disturbance in 
it. 3 So we prayed to our God and stationed a guard to 

protect against them both day and night.



NEHEMIAH 13

14 Please remember me for this, O my God, and do not wipe out the 
kindness that I have done for the temple of my God and for its services! 

22 Then I directed the Levites to purify themselves and come and guard the 
gates in order to keep the Sabbath day holy. For this please remember me, O 

my God, and have pity on me in keeping with your great love.



CONFESSION



GÉZA BÁCSI’S 
DAD



NEHEMIAH 1 - NEHEMIAH’S ATTITUDE

6 may your ear be attentive and your eyes be open to hear the prayer of your 
servant that I am praying to you today throughout both day and night on 
behalf of your servants the Israelites. I am confessing the sins of the Israelites 
that we have committed against you—both I myself and my family have 
sinned. 

7 We have behaved corruptly against you, not obeying the commandments, 
the statutes, and the judgments that you commanded your servant Moses.



NEHEMIAH 9 - THE PEOPLE’S ATTITUDE

1 On the twenty-fourth day of this same month the Israelites assembled; they 
were fasting and wearing sackcloth, their heads covered with dust. 

2 Those truly of Israelite descent separated from all the foreigners, standing 
and confessing their sins and the iniquities of their ancestors.



NEHEMIAH 9 - THE LEADERS’ ATTITUDE

33 You are righteous with regard to all that has happened to us, for you have 
acted faithfully. It is we who have been in the wrong!



WHAT KIND OF MAN 
DO I WANT TO BE?
Two traits of a God-fearing man 

PRAYER 

CONFESSION


