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NEHEMIAH 2



1 Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when 
wine was brought to me, I took the wine and gave it to the king. Previously I 
had not been depressed in the king’s presence. 

2 So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you aren’t 
sick? What can this be other than sadness of heart?” This made me very 
fearful. 

3 I replied to the king, “O king, live forever! Why would I not appear dejected 
when the city with the graves of my ancestors lies desolate and its gates 
destroyed by fire?” 

4 The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” Then I quickly prayed to 
the God of heaven 

5 and said to the king, “If the king is so inclined and if your servant has found 
favor in your sight, dispatch me to Judah, to the city with the graves of my 
ancestors, so that I can rebuild it.” 



ARTAXERXES I
Longimanus



ARTAXERXES I

465 B.C. 
Xerxes killed

465 B.C. 
Artaxerxes kills brother, 
becomes king, kills real 
murderer and his family

463-448 B.C. 
revolts, ongoing wars with 

the Greeks, final peace treaty 
near Callias

458 B.C. 
Ezra arrives in Jerusalem 

Ez 7.8 „He entered Jerusalem 
in the fifth month of the 

seventh year of the king.”

Nissan, 445 B.C. 
Nehemiah before the king 

Neh 2.1 „Then in the month of 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of 

King Artaxerxes…”

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1827-artaxerxes-i                                          https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/I._Artakhsaszj%C3%A1_perzsa_kir%C3%A1ly

Kislev, 445 B.C. 
News arrives

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1827-artaxerxes-i
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/I._Artakhsaszj%C3%A1_perzsa_kir%C3%A1ly


1 Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when 
wine was brought to me, I took the wine and gave it to the king. Previously I 
had not been depressed in the king’s presence. 

2 So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you aren’t 
sick? What can this be other than sadness of heart?” This made me very 
fearful. 

3 I replied to the king, “O king, live forever! Why would I not appear dejected 
when the city with the graves of my ancestors lies desolate and its gates 
destroyed by fire?” 

4 The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” Then I quickly prayed to 
the God of heaven 

5 and said to the king, “If the king is so inclined and if your servant has found 
favor in your sight, dispatch me to Judah, to the city with the graves of my 
ancestors, so that I can rebuild it.” 



"Persian works of art such as the great treasury reliefs from Persepolis indicate that those who came into 
the king's presence did so with great deference, placing the right hand with palm facing the mouth so as not to defile the king with one's own breath . . .” 

Edwin Yamauchi, "Ezra-Nehemiah," in 1 Kings-Job, vol. 4 of The Expositor's Bible Commentary, p. 684.



1 Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when 
wine was brought to me, I took the wine and gave it to the king. Previously I 
had not been depressed in the king’s presence. 

2 So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you aren’t 
sick? What can this be other than sadness of heart?” This made me very 
fearful. 

3 I replied to the king, “O king, live forever! Why would I not appear dejected 
when the city with the graves of my ancestors lies desolate and its gates 
destroyed by fire?” 

4 The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” Then I quickly prayed to 
the God of heaven 

5 and said to the king, “If the king is so inclined and if your servant has found 
favor in your sight, dispatch me to Judah, to the city with the graves of my 
ancestors, so that I can rebuild it.” 



http://tortenelemtanulas.blog.hu/2014/04/14/a_gorog_perzsa_haboruk

". . . there were good political reasons for Artaxerxes to 
grant Nehemiah's request. Inaros had led a revolt in 
Lower Egypt in the late 460s, aided and abetted by 

Athens. The Persians had largely squashed this rebellion 
by 455, but pockets of resistance held out in the delta 

marshes thereafter. Then, early in the 440s, Megabyxos 
had led a revolt in Syria, which was probably put down 

just before Nehemiah made his request. Also, just about 
445 the Athenians negotiated the Peace of Kallias with 

the Persians and hostilities between the two powers 
ceased. At this point in time Artaxerxes certainly 

recognized that a stronger Judah populated by loyal Jews 
would help to bring greater stability to Syria and would 

provide a bulwark on the border with Egypt.” 

Howard F. Vos, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, p. 91.



1 Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when 
wine was brought to me, I took the wine and gave it to the king. Previously I 
had not been depressed in the king’s presence. 

2 So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you aren’t 
sick? What can this be other than sadness of heart?” This made me very 
fearful. 

3 I replied to the king, “O king, live forever! Why would I not appear dejected 
when the city with the graves of my ancestors lies desolate and its gates 
destroyed by fire?” 

4 The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” Then I quickly prayed to 
the God of heaven 

5 and said to the king, “If the king is so inclined and if your servant has found 
favor in your sight, dispatch me to Judah, to the city with the graves of my 
ancestors, so that I can rebuild it.” 



6 Then the king, with his consort sitting beside him, replied, “How long would your 
trip take, and when would you return?” Since the king was amenable to dispatching 
me, I gave him a time. 

7 I said to the king, “If the king is so inclined, let him give me letters for the 
governors of Trans-Euphrates that will enable me to travel safely until I reach 
Judah, 

8 and a letter for Asaph the keeper of the king’s nature preserve, so that he will give 
me timber for beams for the gates of the fortress adjacent to the temple and for the 
city wall and for the house to which I go.” So the king granted me these requests, for 
the good hand of my God was on me. 

9 Then I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, and I presented to them the 
letters from the king. The king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. 

10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard all this, 
they were very displeased that someone had come to seek benefit for the Israelites.



http://toosfoundation.com/550-330-bc-achaemenid-empire/
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7 I said to the king, “If the king is so inclined, let him give me letters for the 
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WHO DO YOU REALLY SERVE?
or 

Where is your allegiance?



WHO DO YOU REALLY SERVE?

The real main character: the great, faithful and gracious God 

The human hero: the praying, confessing Nehemiah 

God uses people: Who will be that man? 

If I want to be, where do I start: How to pray if I want to do great things 
for God?



1 Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, 
when wine was brought to me, I took the wine and gave it to the king. 
Previously I had not been depressed in the king’s presence. 
2 So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you 
aren’t sick? What can this be other than sadness of heart?” This made 
me very fearful… 
4 The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” Then I quickly 
prayed to the God of heaven… 

8 and a letter for Asaph the keeper of the king’s nature preserve, so that 
he will give me timber for beams for the gates of the fortress adjacent to 
the temple and for the city wall and for the house to which I go.” So the 
king granted me these requests, for the good hand of my God was on me.


